[image: image1.jpg]



Girls from Brazil.

Carmen Einfinger: The Boarding School.
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Bright, colorful and generous: Carmen Einfinger’s large-scale paintings cover the walls, conquer the third dimension and fill the space.  The cheerful array and abundance of her colors, the renunciation of chronology and spacial integrity, and the fairytale-like display of her subjects, are each hallmarks of Einfinger’s tropical sensibility. 
Born in the UK to Dutch and Croatian parents, Carmen Einfinger spent her formative years in Brazil, where she attended a German boarding school; she was later educated in Greece, Great Britain, Canada and the US, and currently resides in NYC.   A citizen of the world, today Einfinger is obsessed with stitching together some semblance of “home” out of her disparate childhood memories.  
Girls from Brazil, which is dedicated to the boarding school, reconstructs Einfinger’s childhood in Brazil. The urge to tell stories in the form of paintings ─ paintings that are not limited to paint but use writing (in the early years) as well as fabric, clothing, and hand stitching ─ may be seen as an attempt to reassure herself of her own identity.  And this identity as a Brazilian artist turns out to be multifaceted: it includes the maternal figure of a hospital nurse; oversized bras, baby diapers and dish rags; fortune-tellers; portraits of Einfinger’s teenage school companions; scenes from the Brazilian jungle; and Einfinger’s dream of her divorced parents’ reconciliation reenacted as scenes from her favorite childhood film, “The Parent Trap”. 

The result is a kind of magic realism in which it difficult to distinguish paint from fabric, or real objects from painted reality. The viewer is seduced into this colorful tropical world where the chronology of the storyboard dissolves into a topsy-turvy Wonderland of female figures spinning in a circle, or endlessly replicated, as if in a hall of mirrors.  
Girls from Brazil depicts a visually rich world  ─ one that replaces a child’s sense of abandonment with a celebration of tropical diversity.
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