British Investigates The Whereabouts Of Her Father.  (Translation)

Carmen Einfinger lost contact when she was a child, but she still hopes to see him.

by Julia Kachoviz

SPECIAL FOR THE DIARIO

"Are you the daughter of the painter Frank Einfinger who lives in Recife, Brasil?" For 3 months the British Carmen Einfinger, who lives in New York, was asked this question from a stranger via email, and was stunned. At the age of 3 she went to live in Rio de Janeiro with her family, but her parents separated one year after, and she lost contact with Frank. Today at 53, she believed that he had returned to his homeland in Croatia, Osijek and died. After certifying that the messenger indeed was a cousin, Drazen Anicic, she began a search on the whereabouts of ther father, who would have completed 83 years today in 2003. She discovered an address in Rio Doce, Olinda, and sent a letter. However the envelope returned with the information that the addressee had not been found.

Drazen was studying the genealogical tree of the family when he discovered over the net Carmen's email, who is a recognized painter, and sent her the message. "I didn't want to believe it, when I saw it, but we ended up communicating."

FRANK EINFINGER LIVED IN RIO DOCE, OLINDA. HE WAS RECOGNIZED AS AN EXCELLENT PORTRAIT PAINTER AND WOULD BE TODAY 83 YEARS OLD.

"I am doing everything I can to find him", she said. Drazen who is also from Osijek, never met Frank, but he has a cousin, Ines Kurzweil that corresponded with him for thirty years.  The last contact was in 1998.

The mother of Carmen, Nora Gabriel, avoided speaking about Frank, and only at the age of 27, she discovered that her father painted.  "I discovered the talent for painting during therapy. I decided to pressure my mother and she finally talked. "Today, painting is my life", she emphasized. It was through Ines that Carmen was able to get more information. "She had everything archived and she sent copies of the newspapers of that time."I discovered that he was a famous portrait painter". In mid 80, they were published in the columns of Joao Alberto in the Diario, some photos of Frank's work. Portraits of personalities of high society, like Mariuza Azevedo, Jutta Lundgren and Gustavo Krause.

With these records, Carmen called International Operator an found Jutta's number. "I found that she had moved to Germany, and as my exhibition was going to Berlin, I got in touch with her and we connected", she said. She also saw the painting her father painted. "Everything was so wonderful, I filmed the painting and our conversations for the documentary that I will be making of his work."

Jutta said to Carmen that the journalist Antonio Azevedo, who lives in Recife, could be of help, because they were friends. In speaking with Azevedo, she found out that Frank had remarried Olga Portela, and the last time they spoke was in 2000. He had financial problems and suffered a stroke, even with one hand he was still painting. 

Carmen intends to come to Brasil, have the documentary made, but assures "that everything depends of what will happen". Depending on the news, I can escape. Everything is so unreal, so incredible. I even fear the thought that it might be a reality", she said.

FRANK, THE VIOLIN AND A DREAM

The British Carmen Einfinger came to live in Brasil in the 50's with her father Frank Einfinger, the mother Nora Gabriel, and the brother, eleven months younger, Freddie. Nora told that they went to Rio de Janeiro, but Frank wanted to go to the Amazon to teach the natives how to play the violine. After the separation, one year later the mother put the children in a German boarding school in Sao Paulo, where they studied for eleven years. The children grew up thinking that the father had gone back to Osijek, in Croatia, his homeland and died. "I always had the impression that he had died. It must be very painful for my mother and she never talks about the subject", she clarified. When Carmen was 15 years old, they moved to Santos, where they lived until the death of Freddie, at the age of 18, because of heart problems. Carmen, then, decided to go back to England, and with three friends went to London by ship. "I started my life abroad", she said.

The mother became Mormom and moved to Utah, in the United States. "Today she still lives in Utah and practices the religion passionately.  "I avoid talking about the subject with her" she said.  On the other hand, Carmen never stopped. After four years in England, she lived seven years as a model in Toronto, Canada. "At this point my life took a big turn" she said. It was then she discovered the taste for art and began to paint. She studied painting in the Universities of New York and Rhode Island and lives in New York for thirteen years. Her works have shown in many places like New York, California, Florida, Turkey and Germany. Carmen,inherited her father's gift for painting,however she only discovered her art after therapy.
